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otholes are & percnnial

proddem o omosk ol the

Indian cifies. Ideally a

road well constructed or
resurfaced with bitumen (blaclk
tnp) showild easily last 5-10 years
and a cemoent concrete road much
Tangar, withnut Termiring  any
maintenance,  However,  this
Turs never by Thie case i Tochia,
says D Ashish Verma, President,
Transportation Research Group
of India.

This applics particelarly  to
metra rities Tike dMMumbai whose
high covrt recently took mattersin
= Tl Arnid The hoe arnd cry
over potholes in Mumbai, the
Bombay High Courl comprising
the divisinnbench of Chiefiustice
Mohit Shah and Justee M.S,
Sertkles b pesved meilices o (he
state government and civic bodies
rpuesslioning e eetbod ol awand
ing conkacts for road repairs,
especially bofore monsoon

The HC usked a number olyues-
fions to the civie bodies of dMum-
bai. Thane and Meavi Mumbai,
sucleas whelher he civie albari-
ties examined the compewnce
and credeniials of e conbraclors
before awarding the contract The
high courd repealedly menlioned
alout the technology and guelity

IRB Infra exits from trans
harbour link bidding
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to exit from bidding for the

Mumbai fens harbour link
projecl, ciling bud experience in
another road project at Holhapur
i Malarashils,

I 2009, IKE secured (he soad
project in Kelhapuron BOT basis,
compleled 95 per venl of tie work
by Avgust 2011 and prepared to
slarl Uee lolling provess,

llowever, tha government sus-
pended Be oll nolilicalion = kiling
poor work guAality, which was
denied by the company.

The MTHL projpcl, ey pro-
moted by hMakarashira State Boad
Develupmen! Corporalion, wills
an investment ot IV 360 crore,

IRB DIndrastructure has decided

of material aswell as inspection by
The: anthorities.

Justice Gavtam Patel, a sitting
g e Juelege, g hilinghoesd e
patketic condition of roads which
resulted in casuwaltics and spinel
injuries, cspecially to riders of
two-wheelers Some  accidents
were even fatal because of pot-
hiles, Patel wrote.

The HT has ditected the state
chiel s rebary amd principol see-
retary (FWD); commissioners of
BMC, TMC and NMMC: nodal
agencies MMRDA and MSRIC,
and Mumbai Port Trest o attond
the next hearing on Angqust 135
The court alse asked the Central
Frwie]l Resesoreh Tnsbibute, Tielka, Ho
sond a sendor official to the hear
dng I e beenasked o ploce oo
record ifs recammendations on
technology and material to be
useed by e Toeal avthoribies foe
constrecting and repainng roads.

Clonunenling on The sileebion,
Dr BB. Pandey, Advisor spon
sored  Rescarch and  Industrial
Consullancy, swd, "ozl ol he
patknles necur dustoignorance nf
the enginecrs and contractors.
This has been he Teabure of
mast city streets for a long time
and it will vonlinue o be so for
some more tme. There is total
ubsenve of gualily conbul at dil-
terentstages "

T T T the
project across the MMumbai kar
bour belween Sewree o Mumbe
and MNhava in Navi Mumbai,
whichwould later be connected to |
e Mumbuai-Pune eipressaay,
It has already reccived viability |
gup funding of 1,920 crore lue |
ez ceerplres, i

Last year the promoter had !
shorllisted fve vonsorli, mcload-
ing IRB Infrastucture-Hyundai |
[ur e projcl. However with
IR¥s decision to walk out of the |
project, four uiler bidders—CIN-
TRA-SOMA-SRI, Caammon- |
OHL Concessions GS Engineer- |
ing, GMEL&ET Lid-Samswng,
and lata Eecalty and Intrastructure
Lid-Aulustrade-Viner Conces
sions—remain in the tray. W
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According to the HC, the man
ner in which civic bodies of
Greater Mumbai and  Thane
et re] romdwork conleacts based
on lowest price rather than best
technical gueality should be
stopped. Instead, steps skould be
taken to examine the compefence
or credentisls in selecting con
tractors by corporarions forchack-
ing quality when it comes to the
e Tonolongy e vl traalerial.

Inspite of crores of rupees being
sanctioned for road maintenance
and over 3,800 crore spent on
road recopstrection since 2008,
there has hean a 700 per cent rize
in cost of filling potholes with no
tmprve ment in the cordilion of
the roads, About six companics
have been bugging these mowd
contracts tor nver a decade.

The number of potholes report
el on Uhe proatlobe bracking wetbisile
is a fraction of those on reoads.
BRAC inils elefence, savs fhal the
new potholes that appear on city
roads with each keavy shower arc
nul e vivie body's ualy coneern-
more than 2300 potholes thar
BMC claims to have filled since
T Teves alreacdy reappesred.
According to the civic body meore
o ooe-lovril of e 10,000 pot-
holes have been fived,

This ouve egiain brogs o Lght
the inetficient work done by con

tractors, the brunt of which has to
he tacerd by the cifizans. e AR
Pandey said, 'Twen fr major
highways cosling vver 10 core
per km, knowledgeable enqinesrs
e Jarking and e wads crock
within a yean Government never
initiates research to find a solution
from dittersnt trials.

Dr Verma of Transportation
Researcl Group ol Indm goled,
"While road constroctiom omality
is not difficult to maintain, unfor-
timately, it is often intentionally
ignored o genemte more work
every vear for contractors, The
mesiltant lnss due to pothaoles
iz not just financial but cconomic
aswell”

Whilee a kuge ammnt of city
budget is spent on filling these
pothnles every yearn their recor-
mwnee also results in reduction
in  wahirular  speers  cansing
congestion in the city networlk,
redured  efficiency  of  tmffic
comtrnl measires like fratfic sig-
nals, frequent acceleration and
deceleration. and nse ot chifch in
vehicles resclting in kigh fuel
comsumption  and  emissions,
increase in dust particles and
Jerks onomolurisls cansing health
problems, increase in road acci
dents, and psychological distur
bances to  drivers causing
mad rage.

Govornment enginoers arc busy
nmanagemantafthe department
and the engineering is left to con
broedora, T Bave miysell alarvend af
financial support from the govern-
ment to salve big problems need
el tn be solved tor the country
Blindly copying foreigm recipe
dnes nat wark in ovr condition,'
Dr. Pandey added.

Thix rEason s peor guilily
of construction or rescrfacing of
wud, which gels cumpounded
due tn poorreadside drainage for
storm water The conbinuows can
tete Dol roerel secpfae e willoweber doe
to water logging, particularly dur

refnres 1he

M 00y SEAS0Ns,
binding of the aggregates and
rosclts in potholes. A shrict and
mdeperdent gualily conbwl
check 1= probably the hest way ta
ensure longevity of owur mads and
prihole e roads," The Ashish
concluded.

With wownd hall (ke monsoun

over, Wil the mumicipal
budies addres: e ool caouse of
the issue? e
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Kandla Port Trust is planning to
satp A new container terminal at
Tuna-Tekra in the Gulf of Kachehh
in Gujarat. Tha temminal projact,
esfimated to cost 75882 crora,
with an  estmaled handling
capacity of 4185 million fwanty ft
squivalent units per annum. ie. 61
million ipa, would be devaloped
on BOT basis through PPP moda
in three phases. Apart from this,
the por will ba provided with
broad gauga ral connectivity by
the Western Railway during 2074,

Hyderabad Elevated MRTS Pro-
|set of Hyderabad Matro Rail Ltd
is facing local hurdles due to land
issuRs. The I 16.375crora projact,
spanning a length of 7716 km
across three dense corridors of
the twin ciies of Hyderabad and
Secunderabad, requires 269
acres of land. Land acquisifian in
the Ameerpet streteh and In the
coridor passing through tha Oid
City that touches the busy market
junclion of Sultan Basar has baan
troublesome.

Madhucon Projects Ltd has
planned to divast four completed
road projects and part stake in fts
powear arm, which iz implamenting
2 1,920 MW three-phase thermal
power projactin Andhme Pradesh.
The divesting of the stakes is ta
finance the caompany's 3,500
arora debt. Tha four road projacts
include  the Bharatpur-Mahua
stratch of Agra-laipur Express-
way project of NHA! in Rajasthan,
and three other nalional highway
projects in Tamil Nadu.

Shreyas Shipping & Logistics
Ltd has added two services in
coastal  shipping.  With  this,
Shreyas becomes the first com-
pany ta link all key ports of India
for containerised trade. Signifi-
cantly, India now also has a
seamless link connecling easlern
and westam coasts for containar-
ised shipping of cargo. The two
rew sarvices  will commances
operations from August 15 and
conngcl  Mundra-JNPT-Hazira
and Kaolkata-Vizag-Chennal-
Cochin seclors.
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